persist' in the Chinese people ; it persists even
today as a part of Chinese life.

This novel seized hold of the people primarily
because it portrayed the problems of their own
family system, the absolute power of women in
the home, the too great power of the matriarchy,
the grandmother, the mother, and even the
bondmaids, so often young and beautiful and
fatally dependent, who became too frequently
the playthings of the sons of the house and ruined
them and were ruined by them. Women
reigned supreme in the Chinese house, and
because they were wholly confined in its walls
and often illiterate, they ruled to the hurt of all.
They kept men children, and protected them
from hardship and effort when they should not
have been so protected. Such an one was Chia
Pao Yii, and we follow him to his tragic end in
HUNG Lou MENG.

I cannot tell you to what lengths of allegory
scholars went to explain away this novel when
they found that again even the emperor was
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